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Mrs. Virginia Park 
virginiapark@mooreschools.com 

2019-2020 

In this syllabus: 

  behavior expectations 

 cell phone policy 

  grading policy 

 late/absent work 

  Reward & Recovery Days 

 supplies  

  units of study in class 

  communication 

 Parent/Student Portal  

The goal of Central Junior High’s 7th 

grade English/Reading team is to promote 

literacy by encouraging students to 

become thoughtful and confident readers, 

writers, speakers, listeners, and viewers of 

various media. When looking at your 

schedule you’ll see two Language Arts 

classes.  Students and parents frequently 

ask why there are two Language Arts 

classes on their schedules and what the 

differences are.  This class is designated 

with an “E” at the end indicating it is 

English where our main focus is writing and 

writing skills.  The other class is designated 

with an “R” at the end is Reading where 

the main focus is reading skills and 

fluency. 
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 Students will be in their seats working on the 

day’s bell work when the tardy bell rings. 

 Students will come to class prepared with  

needed supplies (pencil, notebook paper, library 

book, class notebook) and assignments every 

day. 

 Students will listen respectfully to whomever is 

speaking, participate in class and follow all         

instructions. 

 Students will use appropriate, intelligent      

language at all times. 

 Students will follow all school and district rules 

as stated in the student handbook and    

district website.   

 Cell phones should not be used during class.  

Parents, please refrain from texting your child 

during class.  If you need to get a message to 

your child, please contact the office and they 

will get the message to him/her.   

 

Consequences for Disrupting   

the Learning Environment (not   

necessarily in this order): 

  change of seating  

      conference with    
 student  
  parent contact 

  behavior consequence       
 letter 

  detention 

  office referral 

  cell phone confiscation 

I follow the district’s cell phone policy.  (See the student handbook.)  While I understand that parents need to contact their child during 

emergencies, cell phones are a HUGE distraction for students during class.  If a student has a cell phone for emergency purposes, it 

needs to be TURNED OFF and OUT OF SIGHT (in a purse, in a pocket, inside accordion folder, etc).  Students should not be using the phone 

(texting, playing games, taking photos or videos, making phone calls, etc.) or listening to music during class!  If I see a phone or if    

earbuds are visible, the phone will be confiscated and sent to the office.  Parents, please work with me in encouraging your child to focus 

on class during class time and keeping their cell phone put away!   
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Moore Public Schools grading scale: 

100-90=A        89-80=B  79-70=C     69-60=D    59-0=F 

Mrs. Park’s Gradebook Set-Up: 

40% - daily assignments  
40% - quizzes and projects  

20% - semester test  
  

 Grades will be determined as a percentage of total points accumulated on daily work, class notebook, quizzes, semester tests, pro-

jects, and writing assignments.   Extra credit is not offered to replace missing work.; instead of asking for extra credit, please just 

complete your assignments!   The only way to make up a missing assignment is to do the assignment.  That said, I like to reward 

students who are doing the right thing (turning in assignments, showing up to class with basic supplies, having a positive attitude, par-

ticipation, etc.) with extra credit.  So, just do the right thing and extra credit will come your way!   

 Daily assignments with a grade of 69 or lower may be redone for a better grade when the redo policy is followed.  The redo policy is 

as follows: Nothing may be erased, marked through or altered on the original graded work.  Students will use a new sheet of paper 

and write the corrected answers to ONLY QUESTIONS MISSED.  The redone work will be stapled to the back of the original work.  Once 

turned in, the redone grade will be averaged with the original grade and the gradebook will be updated.   

 Daily assignments will be accepted late.  However, late assignments must be turned in within two weeks of their original due date.  

There is a ten point per day penalty up to a max of a 50 point deduction for being late.  Late assignments will be marked as “late” 

in the gradebook so parents can identify when points have been deducted due to not being turned in on time.   

 Quiz dates and project deadlines will be announced with ample time to prepare.  Therefore, quizzes may not be redone for a better 

grade and projects will not be accepted late unless a grace period is written into the assignment.  Class notebooks will be checked  

quarterly for a project grade.  Notebook grades will be worth several hundred points because a considerable amount of work goes into 

them.  Dates for notebook checks will be given well ahead of time, therefore there is no grace period if a notebook is not in class on 

the day it is checked.   

 Both semester tests will cover all units of study from that semester.   
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Mrs. Park and Mrs. Neighbors team up at the end of each quarter for Reward and Recovery Days (“R&R Days”).  Students who have an A 
automatically go to the Reward room where they will be able to play games and other activities as a reward for their hard work.  Students 

who have D or F averages automatically go to the Recovery room where they will have the opportunity to complete missing assignments.  
Each teacher will look at the grades of students with B or C averages individually to determine which room best benefits the student.   

Days 

 Students are responsible for all make-up work due to absences. On the day the student returns to class he/she must 

check the Absent Work Bin to locate the assignments labeled with his/her name.  Absent work must be turned in by 

the due date written on the assignments in order to avoid late points being taken off.   

 If a student has been absent multiple consecutive days he/she has till the due date on the last absent assignment  

to turn in all absent work.  

 If a student is absent on the day an assignment is due, that assignment must be turned in on the day the student 

returns to class. 

Supplies to be left in classroom for      
community use: 

1st hour: 4 glue sticks 

2nd hour: 2 boxes of tissues 

3rd hour: 4 highlighters 

4th hour: 4 dry erase markers  

5th hour: 2 packages of Crayola broad line  
markers 

(We do lots of creative writing assignments that 
wouldn’t be possible without these community   

supplies.  Thank you for supporting our classroom!) 

*Each student will have an assigned basket inside the classroom to leave his/her class notebook.  Therefore, the notebook should 
never need to leave the room and will always be available for the student to add information or have it checked.  We will begin 

using notebooks on Monday, August 26.  Please have notebooks available and ready to use that day!*   
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Moore Public Schools allows both   

parents and students real time   

access to each teacher’s gradebook 

through a program called “Parent 

Portal” and “Student Portal.”      

Parents, if you do not already have a 

login, contact the office for your  

access code.  Students, we will be    

setting up your account through   

English during the month of       

September.  This is an amazing tool!  

You will receive notifications for all 

grades added, missing assignments 

and know the average for each class 

in real time.   

Parents, 

 I am looking forward to working with you and 

your child this year!  If at any time you have questions, 

please feel free to email me.  I do my best to return 

emails within 24 hours, but usually it is much sooner!  

Please understand, it is almost impossible to return your 

email  immediately due to the fact  I am in the classroom 

teaching all day.  I know that it takes a village to raise 

a child.  I am excited to be a part of your village      

supporting you and helping your child become a better 

writer this year.  As a parent, I know the importance of 

working as a team with your child’s teachers to help your 

child be successful!  That said, there is no such thing as a 

“dumb question” - the best way to find something out is 

to just ask!   

     Sincerely, 

     Mrs. Park  

Semester 1: 

 policies/procedures 

 parts of speech/grammar 

 sentence and paragraph structure 

 homophones 

 literary terms for creative writing 

 narrative writing 

 A Christmas Carol 

Semester 2: 

 internet research 

 MLA citations/bibliographies 

 argument writing 

 advertising 

 poetry 

 personal character 

 OKC Bombing 

We will watch one movie in class each semester as part of a unit of study.  In the first semester we will watch “A Christmas Carol” and 

in the second semester we will watch “The Sandlot.”  Both movies are rated PG.   


